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Dear Readers,

The Asian travel industry is expected to grow by 4.6% every year and it 

would soon reach about 657 million within the year 2020, according to 

the Executive Summary Report of the PATA Asia Pacific Visitor Forecasts 

2016 – 2020.  

Through 2020, Asia would continue to observe a dominance of foreign 

tourist arrivals into the Asia Pacific region. 

Industry experts believe that as much as 47 million tourists are 

estimated to arrive in the year 2020, mainly from West Europe that 

would account for 19.5 million. From Europe, 14.7 million tourists are 

expected to come.

For this issue, 'Special Feature' deals with the different agricultural spots 

of Asia that lure several globetrotters to this interesting region. 

When it comes to business travel, the MICE industry pays a critical role 

in its development. In 'Meetings Point', we talk about Amman, Jordan, 

as a premier MICE locale. 

Moving on to the 'Destination Diary', we introduce you to a unique 

vacationing spot, Kuwait that is well on its way to drawing a large 

number of tourists. 

Spirituality is the life-blood of inner tranquility. Our Cover Story sheds 

light on some of the best spiritual retreats in Asia. 

In our chapter, 'Getting Candid', TTW Asia has interacted with Mr. 

Hilmar Guckert, the CEO of Dusseldorf Congress Sport & Event (DCSE). 

'Face to Face', on the other hand shares a tete-a-tete with Ryan and 

Mark, the founders of a social networking travel app. The other chapters 

are Travel News, Show Highlight and Calendar of Events. 

TTW Asia keeps you 'travel smart'. 

Editor-In-Chief

Mr. Anup Kumar Keshan
Follow us



The hub of 

ASIA

Agri-tourism
he lustrous landscape of Asia has been drawing horde of travellers since the dawn of civilisation. The 

diversified terrain never fails to awe-inspire the adventurers with its endless beauty and grace. With the Tever growing competition, the travel industry experts have been toying with various travel ideas to 

present the explorers with unique and one-of-a-kind trips. Agri-tourism or agro-tourism is one of such 

brunches of travel, which combines the idea of agriculture with the idea of tourism, in order to present the 

holidaymakers with an incomparable experience. The continent of Asia is widely known for following 

extraordinary and intensive agricultural practices. No place on earth could be better than Asia to promote the 

little-known practice of Agri-tourism!

Special Feature

05 TTW Asia



The idea of agricultural tourism or agri-tourism is to visit any kind of working agricultural or horticultural farm 

or any other natural plantation site, where the travellers can learn all about farming or tree plantations and 

forget their woes in the lap of Mother Nature. Those, who are tired of their superfast lifestyle, can escape from 

their reality for some time and recharge their batteries with the recreational activities that the argi-farms 

provide, while munching on tasty treats prepared from fresh harvests. There are innumerable firms in Asia, 

which allow travellers to enjoy unique stays in the midst of nature in exchange of a certain amount of money. 

From strolling through a paddy field to sipping wine at a vineyard, from picking apples or grapes at a beautiful 

orchard to learning what and how to feed farm animals, agri-tourism permits an explorer to choose from a 

wide variety of irreplaceable experiences.

On one hand, agri-tourism can enlighten travellers by showering them with knowledge regarding different 

cultivation techniques, food production processes or farm animals caring methods; on the other hand, 

travellers can appreciate a serene atmosphere and try to relax, using unfamiliar techniques. One can also 

choose to shop during agri-tours.

Defining 
Agri-tourism
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Agri-tourism practice to strengthen the economy
The idea of agri-tourism not only proves fruitful for the travellers, but also for the small farms, the lesser-

known villages and the country as a whole. Agri-tourism has the potential to turn a small farm into an affluent 

business enterprise by merging the income of the farm from the harvest with the income earned from tourism. 

But, in order to do so, the farms need to completely embrace the idea of agri-tourism and the words need to be 

spreaded accordingly. The process requires a step- by- step approach of developing strategy, promoting the 

farm in a proper manner to the potential travellers and most importantly, following a strong path of marketing. 

The small and the micro enterprises in the rural sector of Asia can benefit the most from agri-tourism, if they 

manage to make the idea popular. In the advanced countries, the term agri-tourism has already received a 

massive popularity, but in developing continent of Asia, people are still adapting the idea before embracing it.
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Explorers can visit Asian countries like Philippines, Japan, Thailand, India, China, Sri Lanka, Vietnam etc. in 

order to get the taste of agri-tourism, as all these countries are renowned for their rich and fertile soil. A 

number of farms in these countries have started to offer farming tours; fruit plantation tours; cow, sheep and 

goat farm tours, where the travellers will also get to learn about milk processing and the production of by-

products and its marketing; silk farming as well as silk production tours; medicinal plantation tours, bee hiving 

farm tours, honey production tours; nursery maintenance tours and so on. Many farms offer home stay for the 

travellers, where they can be a part of the farm itself and witness everything as closely as they can. Although 

the idea of agri-cultural tourism is comparatively new, but the scope of growth is endless.

Those travellers, who are sick of visiting the same old destinations or following a same pattern while choosing a 

vacation, must try to take on this challenge. Afterall, it is not that easy to leave every bit of your busy soul 

behind, just to rejuvenate in a nature retreat, without carrying any heavy load of latest technology. Who 

knows, you might actually like the Emu ride at an Emu farm or you might like the special kind of foot massage, 

which can only be given by a cloud of fishes.  

Agri-tourism Hubs in Asia

08 TTW Asia



CONVERSATION
IN

WITH

TTW Asia took an interview of Mr. 

Hilmar Guckert, the CEO of 

Düsseldorf Congress Sport & Event 

(DCSE), which is internationally 

known for successfully hosting 

congresses, corporate events, sports 

events, concerts and shows in the 

midst of Düsseldorf.

TTW Asia

planner choose CCD Congress 

Center Düsseldorf as an event 

partner?

Mr. Hilmar Guckert: The CCD 

Congress Center Düsseldorf provides 

an ideal framework for events with 

anywhere between 500 and 15,000 

participants. The congress centre 

represents an international location, 

perfectly situatedin Düsseldorf — 

directly on the Rhine and only three 

kilometres from the third-largest 

airport in Germany. Düsseldorf 

airport connects the North Rhine-

Westphalian state capital with more 

than 200 destinations worldwide, 

and offers nonstop flights to many 

cities, including New York, Singapore, 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Peking and Hong 

Kong.

: Why should a travel 

Mr. Hilmar Guckert, 
 CEO, Düsseldorf Congress Sport & Event (DCSE)
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With 15,000 rooms, Düsseldorf's enterprising Mr. Hilmar Guckert: We see social and 

hotel industry is superbly positioned, and the new environmental responsibility as a critical part of 

“Hotels 4 Convention” cooperation provides an our corporate commitment. So sustainability 

extra portion of planning certainty, allowing event management is a top priority for the CCD 

planners to book a contingent of up to 3,000 rooms Congress Center Düsseldorf. The company goes 

well in advance of an event. to great lengths to ensure that events are 

executed in the most environmentally-friendly 

TTW Asia manner possible. Düsseldorf Congress Sport & 

general and CCD Congress Center Düsseldorf in Event (DCSE), for example, has implemented 

particular? several various reusable systems, as well as need-

based power management via timer programmes 

Mr. Hilmar Guckert: So far we have not noticed for energy optimisation. In addition, the company 

any ramifications of Brexit. We are getting the collaborates with partners to create attractive 

same number of inquiries from Great Britain, and offers that promote the use of the local public 

the Convention Bureau Düsseldorf reports similar transport systems. Many events offer visitors the 

numbers for the city as a whole. Great Britain is possibility to purchase reasonably-priced 

still the most important international source combination tickets that include transportation to 

market for Düsseldorf. and from the event.

TTW Asia:  The advent of advanced meeting The congress centre has already received the 

technology has resulted in a decrease inperson- Green Globe Certificate three times in a row. The 

to-person interaction. Do you think this has Green Globe organisation evaluates international 

affected the MICE industry? tourist facilities in regard to their environmental 

awareness. Three other buildings in the 

Mr. Hilmar Guckert: New technologies support Düsseldorf Congress Sport & Event portfolio have 

the event industry. Live events and virtual spaces also been certified: the ESPRIT arena, the ISS 

complement each other, adding diversity and DOME and the Mitsubishi Electric HALLE.

flexibility. The virtual world is capable of Moreover, the CCD Congress Center Düsseldorf 

expanding the visitor group, and modern has joined the ranks of“fairpflichtet“,a voluntary 

technologies offer more possibilities for initiative for companies that are active in the 

knowledge transfer. German event industry. The initiative focuses 

primarily on economic as well as ecological and 

TTW Asia:  What steps are you taking to social factors.

promote green meetings?

: Did Brexit impact the MICE industry in 
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TTW Asia: even better for the continuously evolving demands 

cultural centres of Düsseldorf, how does the of large congresses and corporate events. The 

social programme of CCD Congress Center highly modern building, along with the attractive 

Düsseldorf attract leisure travellers? location on the Rhine and the Nordpark, increase 

the quality of event participants' stay. As in 

Mr. Hilmar Guckert: The CCD Congress Center previous years, we are also executing several 

Düsseldorf is a place for communication and smaller modernisation measures in the existing 

knowledge transfer. But that's not all: we also buildings.

provide attractive framework programmes to 

support your events. Our operations will continue, and you can look 

forward to a highly modern building in 2019.

The Rhine metropolis Düsseldorf offers a multitude 

of interesting possibilities that can be combined to 

create unique programmes. The primary go-to 

here is the convention bureau DÜSSELDORF. A 

wide variety of activities guarantee wonderful 

memories while giving visitors a taste of the 

charming Rhenish lifestyle. How about a city rally 

or a speedboat tour on the Rhine? Whether 

cultural or culinary, relaxing or athletic, a half day 

or several days, they all have one thing in common 

— a lasting and emotional impact.

TTW Asia:  What do you plan to achieve in 2017?

Mr. Hilmar Guckert: The CCD Congress Center 

Düsseldorf is getting a major facelift in 2017 in 

connection with the expansion of the congress 

centre and reconstruction of exhibition Hall 1.In 

addition to the reconstruction, a futuristic-looking 

redesign of the south entrance including a 

forecourt, and construction of an underground 

carpark are planned. With this reconstruction, the 

CCD Congress Center Düsseldorf is equipping itself 

 Being one of the most important 
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Meetings Point

Outlandish

AMMAN

 MICE 
destination
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pread across seven hills, Amman is a sprawling modern capital city of Jordan with more than 1.5 million 

people residing. From the top of Amman's Citadel, one can see the monotonous stretch of the sand-Sshaded vistas of houses, office buildings, government ministries diverging across the city. 

Amman is a land of great history and even greater beauty. With the advancement in time, the city has built 

some of the international standard meeting and conferencing facilities complemented by the availability of 

many professional MICE planners. It is one of the high-

value niche sectors that contribute significantly 

towards the growth of its tourism industry. 
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µState of the art facilities: Playing the role of a world-class MICE destination, it has many international 

connecting flights, quality hotels and smart staff. 

µRange of options: Starting from luxury brand chains to small boutique or budget hotels, one can find every 

option suitable to the need. Depending on the conference and meeting size, the MICE planners can also include 

amenities such as fitness centres, spas and swimming pools etc. 

µHighly skilled DMCs: Jordan has been the host to high- profile events of global significance such as the World 

Economic Forum, FIFA etc. Thus, the creative team is experienced in holding congresses and making it a leading 

MICE destination.

Why choose 

Best places for meetings and conventions 

Amman

King Hussein Convention Center: 

Amman International Hotel:

Uniquely located at 

the lowest point on Earth and on the shores of the Dead 

Sea in Jordan, the convention centre is near Mount 

Nebo, Madaba and the Mujib Nature Reserve. It is about 

65-km drive from Queen Alia International Airport. This 

spectacularly designed venue with modern technology 

is one of the finest options for hosting meetings, events 

or weddings. 

 This four- star 

international property is an oasis for business and 

leisure travellers who would look for a premium option. 

The hotel hosts great parties and impressive 

conferences and meetings. Social events and business 

gatherings for up to three hundred guests can be 

arranged in the elegant Ballroom or around the pool. 

Amman International Hotel is as intimate and 

enchanting as Amman itself; it presents itself as an ideal 

mix of palatial luxury and tradition.
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The Royal Cultural Center:

Marriott Amman:

 It is one of the premium cultural centres established in Jordan and is suitable for 

hosting visual arts, presentations and seminars. This is a fully equipped modern auditorium seating 300 

delegates. The conference auditorium is the largest hall in the centre and is fully equipped with a language 

translation system. 

 All the hotel's rooms are equipped with all modern facilities and amenities for both 

business and leisure travellers. The Amman Marriott offers a variety of dining options to suit all tastes and a 

fully equipped health club with indoor and outdoor pools. With great facilities and wonderfully hospitable staff, 

the Amman Marriott is definitely a home away from home.
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The Citadel:

Wild Jordan:

The Roman Ruins:

 Strategically located, this hilltop citadel is a good place to start the tour of Amman. One can see 

the sandstone coloured houses stretching till the very end of the horizon. From the top, the first thing that one 

can spot is the Roman theatre. Interestingly, the citadel was an important fortress, and archaeological evidence 

shows that the area was occupied by human settlements, dated back to the Paleolithic Age. Impressive remains 

on the site include the Umayyad palace complex, dating from the 8th century and the Roman Temple of 

Hercules. 

 It is a part of the multi-level Rainbow Street complex which portrays the taste of Jordan outside 

the city limits. The Royal Conservatory for the Conservation of Nature is an independent, non-profit, non-

government organisation set up by King Hussein and dedicated to the conservation of Jordan's natural 

resources. Wild Jordan is the responsible body for operating and maintaining the natural parks. 

The best place to take a stroll after the hectic day is Rainbow Street which is aided with plenty of cafes, 

restaurants, boutiques and art galleries. 

 This is an imposing monument set by the side of the mountain down the hill from the 

Citadel and connected to it via long and deep hidden tunnel. It is the most impressive legacy of Roman 

Philadelphia (Amman) built during the reign of Emperor Antoninus Pius (138-161 AD). The Odeon is adjacent to 

the theatre and set on the east side of the Forum is the Odeon which dates back to 2nd century AD. 

Nymphaeum was the main fountain which was dedicated to the water nymphs. It is close to the theatre 

complex and dates back to 191 AD.

Major tourist attractions
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Regional volatility has always been a concern for Jordan's tourism industry. Jordanian expatriates accounted 

for the largest number of all visitors, making an increase of 10.8 per cent year-on-year. The overnight arrivals 

from Gulf countries, which made up to 17.3 per cent of the total number of visitors, rose by 3.1 per cent. 

However, various regional conflicts have contributed largely for visitors staying away, even though internally 

Jordan remains stable.  Available tourism infrastructure, business-oriented mindset of its people and country 

leaders, safe political environment and interesting geographical location will definitely prompt Amman to rise 

up to the stature of an international MICE destination. 
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A recent explosion of 
tourism in the emirates!

Kuwait 
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Destination Diary

uwait is one of those Gulf countries which consciously didn't 

sell its soul in the hands of commercialism unlike other oil rich Knations of the Middle East. This land is located in one of the 

driest unwelcoming deserts in the world, the Arabian Desert. 

Surrounded by Kuwait Bay, this desert country has Iraq to its northwest 

and Saudi Arabia to the southwest. Kuwait City is the capital city of this 

Arab country and an eye-catching metropolis with soaring skyscrapers, 

mosques and buildings to unleash. 
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Top attractions
Marina Waves:

 

The Liberation Tower:

The Kuwait Towers:

Kuwait National Museum: 

Entertainment City:

 This concrete 

complex is situated in Salmiya and a 

hub of fancy shopping, water sports, 

rock climbing and exotic dining. 

Besides, this three-floor high building 

has a separate skate park as well. 

 Located in 

Abdulla Al Salem St, Kuwait City, this 

telecommunication tower is one of 

the tallest towers in the world. The 

tower is 372 meters in height which 

surpasses the total height of Eiffel 

Tower. 

 It's in Arabian 

Gulf Avenue, Sharq, Kuwait, this 

striking landmark has a 187 meters 

high sphere at the top along with a 

r e s t a u r a n t  a n d  a  r e v o l v i n g  

observation area. 

It has 

four buildings and a planetarium and 

has the largest collection of Al Sabah 

Islamic art.

 

 Based 20 kms 

away from the Kuwait City, this 

amusement park has Arab World, 

International World, Future World and 
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Failaka Island: 

Sadu House:

Situated in the Persian 

Gulf, this beautiful island is 20 kms 

away from Kuwait City and now 

houses the remains of Bronze Age 

Dilmuns and Hellenistic Greek 

settlements.

  

 This artistic house is 

situated in Kuwait City where visitors 

can explore Bedouin weaving style 

and their rich history

.  

What's more? In addition to the above 

attractions, travelers can also discover 

National Museum, Kuwait Science 

Club, Tareq Rajab Museum, Ras 

Salmiya's pyramid-shaped mosque 

and the Fatima Mosque in Abdullah 

Al-Salem, Scientific Center, Municipal 

Gardens and Zoological Park in this 

enigmatic country. 
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Recent volume in tourists
From 2015, Kuwait started enhancing its long-term tourism strategies with expansion plan. The statistics of 

airport passenger in 2014 was approximately 10 million which grew to 10.2 million in 2015 with development in 

the infrastructure of transportation. As per World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) report entitled 'Kuwait 

Travel and Tourism Economic Impact 2015, the total growth in tourism sector in 2015 accounted 1.5 percent of 

the total GDP. This growth is expected to reach 1.8 percent in 2025 which tantamount to KWD 1.6 billion. Leisure 

spend will shoot up to 6.2 percent by 2025 along with business travel with an annual growth of 5.6 percent by 

2025. To quote Nadege Noblet-Segers, Exhibition Manager, Arabian Travel Market, '' Kuwait is focused on 

adding new high profile brands to its hotel mix as well as opening up the country with its expansion program for 

Kuwait International airport''. By 2024, total number of tourist arrival will reach 440,000 as per the latest 

prediction of WTTC with business travel reaching 5.6 percent annually. Domestic travel spend is also expected 

to grow 6.4 percent in tandem to international travel spend in Kuwait.  

Latest developments

Many new cultural centers were opened last year in Kuwait City of which Sheikh Jaber al Ahmad Cultural Center 

(SJACC) deserves special mention. It has sprawling concert halls, performing Art Theater, exhibition space, 

conference hall and library under one roof. Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem Cultural Centre is in the offing and is 

estimated to get complete by 2020.  New luxury hotels and budget accommodations are in the pipeline, adding 

more impetus to the tourism sector. Some of the top brands like Four Seasons is about to open its plush 263-key 

Kuwait property at Burj Alshaya along with Mercure Kuwait somewhere early this year. Besides, Hilton Olympia 

Kuwait would functional by 2019 and a Grand Hyatt by 2020 respectively. Moreover, expansion of Kuwait 

International Airport with extra terminals to accommodate growing number of passengers in the coming years 

is yet another recent feather in its cap.   
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FACE TO FACE
Travello was the 

brainchild of two avid 

travellers, Ryan and 

Mark whose aim was to 

make travelling easier 

and to help travellers 

connect. With the noble 

thought of making 

lifelong friends along the 

way, Travello shares an 

exclusive interview with 

TTW Asia 

The idea for Travello was really conceived from our own problem. Mark (co-

founder) and I are huge travellers and we have also done a heap of solo travel 

ourselves, so we knew what it was like to try to meet people on your adventures 

– it's not always easy!

In a digital age, when there is a social network for everything, we were 

somewhat surprised that there was no social network for travellers. We really 

thought there had to be a better way to meet people then simply leaving it to 

chance on tours and hotel lobbies etc. Imagine how many people you have so 

much in common with that you just never cross paths with? There had to be a better way!

We looked into it and travellers were using apps like Couchsurfing and Tinder to meet other travellers, as 

well as Facebook groups, but they all really lacked the core purpose of connecting travellers in a 

destination. So we really thought, “This is a great idea – we have to go for it!” and we did.

TTW Asia :  How 

did you conceive 

the idea of 

Travello?
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TTW Asia : 

make Travello a distinctive 

app than the other similar 

travel apps available?

What features 

TTW Asia : 

are your new plans 

for 2016-2017?

 What 

TTW Asia : 

media, how differently would 

Travello affect the millennials?

In the age of social 

What really sets of Travello apart from other travel apps is our core 

focus of connecting travellers. We are really not trying to sell you 

anything and we're really not trying to do anything else – except make 

it easier for you to meet like-minded travellers in a new or future 

destination.

The unfortunate part about most travel apps is that they have an 

alterier motive, that is, they are always trying to sell you something. 

But we really have a 'community first' focus which is part of our DNA.

As long as we keep that focus of creating a community of travellers, 

rather than a marketplace, we will always be different to the 

multitude of travel apps out there today.

2017 will be a huge year for Travello. We have a range of new features ready 

to be launched in the first quarter.

We are introducing 'groups' to the app which will allow people to find other 

like-minded travellers even more easily. So there will be a group for travel 

bloggers, outdoor adventure enthusiasts, travel photographers, and there 

will even be a group just for female travellers.

Beyond that we have a full redesign of the app with a bright shiny version 

3.0 to be launched around April.

The Travello community is growing rapidly – there are thousands and 

thousands of travellers joining the community every week and this has been 

the best validation we could have possibly received. So it's 'onwards and 

upwards' from here!

Travello slides seamlessly into the life of a millennial. The fact 

is, that they are totally comfortable with meeting people on 

digital platforms – it's been a part of their lives for some time 

now. In fact, meeting people the 'old-fashioned way' is far less 

natural and is almost a foreign and awkward experience. So the 

timing of Travello is perfect. Over 90% of travellers now travel 

with a mobile device – and they use this device for everything 

from exploring to booking travel adventures. They now have 

the option to meet other travellers in a really safe, trusted and 

connected community.
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TTW Asia : 

technology and its widespread 

emergence is spoiling the charm 

of traditional travel methods?

Do you think travel 

I travelled the old-fashioned way, no mobile 

phones and just a Lonely Planet. And it was 

great – but the world has changed. We can be 

nostalgic about any part of our lives that is now 

different, but unfortunately the world doesn't 

stop and digital technology is an integral and 

growing part of the travel experience. 

I'm sure when guidebooks first came out there 

would've been some kick-back from more 

traditional travellers saying that it ruins the 

authenticity of travel – and now guide books have been superseded by a multitude of destination based 

apps.

So I don't think that travel apps have ruined the charm of travelling, they have simply made it different and 

in many, many ways it enhances the travel experience.

I probably missed making connections with people who may have become lifelong friends, simply because I 

didn't know they were in the same city, village or Hostel as me. Travellers can now make that connection 

happen seamlessly and easily, so in many ways I think that adds to the travel experience and also the 

charm of travelling. One of the best parts about travelling is who you meet along the way and Travello 

really enhances that experience.
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Tranquility...
the spiritual 

Gems of Asia 

Cover Story
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ranquil is the moment that awakens one 

to the magical birdsongs and the fresh Tgolden sunrays in the morning, ushering 

a new façade of life – a brand new beginning! 

The traveller gets ready for another day in 

foreign shores. However, the quest of this 

traveller is not to hit the trendiest shopping 

malls, parties or discotheques. On the contrary, 

his soul is starving for some spiritual 

nourishment. If you can relate to such an 

intense spiritual hunger of certain travellers, 

the best vacation for you is undoubtedly Asia.  

Asia is one of the few places across the planet 

that flaunt of some of the most redemptive 

spiritual retreats. 

Here, travellers are pampered by guided 

meditations and yoga sessions and a serene 

environment. Such a divine ambiance enables 

them to connect with their conscience and 

engage in a deep soul-searching experience 

enriched with pure bliss!   

Asia continues to impress travellers who are 

keen to explore their spiritual dreams. Read on 

to learn about some of the awesome places in 

Asia that would assure you a beautiful wellness 

holiday.

Spiritual 
retreats in Asia 
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Bali 

thailand

The , Bali, beckons vacationers with a 

unique spirit of mysticism, thanks to its multiple ancient 

temples that are scattered in the countryside as well as in 

the city streets. People seeking solitude should make it a 

point to visit Bali. One might even choose to indulge in a 

series of silent meditation sessions while they are in this 

part of the world. Relaxing along the pristine beaches of 

Bali, the solitary traveller might find himself in deep 

contemplation as the waves crash against the calm 

beaches. 

Temples like Pura Tanah Lot, Pura Luhur, Pura Goa 

Lawah, Pura Dalem Agung are some of the famous 

temples here. 

 'Island of the Gods'

The best part about Thailand is that it is a special hub of Buddhism. Buddhist teachings are interwoven with the 

very essence of the Thai culture. Tourists who are blessed with a spiritual soul would be attracted to this region, 

irrespective of their religious inclinations. Similar to Bali, this is another tourist spot that is renowned for its 

meditation sessions. 

Travellers who are interested to explore the manifold religious identities of this nation can plan trips to the 

ancient 'wats' (temples) including Wat Pha Sorn Kaew, Wat Phra Sri Sanphet, Wat Phra That Doi Suthep and 

many more. 

Indonesia 
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Spiritual tourism and its very concept is 

incomplete without mentioning India that is 

the iconic land of unity in diversity, thanks to 

her rich culture, heritage and manifold 

religious flavours. Places like Rishikesh, 

Haridwar, (both in Uttarakhand), Varanasi 

(Uttar Pradesh), Amritsar (Punjab), Bodhgaya 

(Bihar), Tiruvannamalai (Tamil Nadu), etc. ate 

hotspots of spiritual tourism in India. 

In such places, different practices associated 

with mental healing are followed including 

crystal healing, palm reading, yoga and 

meditation. 

Dotted with temples, these parts of the 

country draw in a large number of tourists 

from different parts of the world throughout 

the year.  

india
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Nepal is a mystical land that is a crucial nerve-centre of Buddhism 

and Hinduism. It beautifully flaunts some of the world's highest 

peaks, the mighty Himalayas. According to Hindu lore, the Gods 

choose these ancient mountains as an appropriate sacred retreat 

for meditation and for storing their spiritual energy known as 

'tapas'. 

Visitors can get a chance to communicate with their inner voice, as 

they focus on their inner energies in the stillness of the peaks 

surrounding them. Calmness envelops the soul here. The joy of 

spending a few moments here is infinite.  

Another Asian country that exudes a unique 

spiritual charm is Myanmar. The Shwedagon 

Pagoda is a renowned Golden Temple in this 

area that is an important hub of Buddhism. It is 

located in its former capital, Yangon. In fact, this 

temple had also lured Barack Obama, the 

former US President.  It is believed to be the 

holiest temple in this country. The temple is the 

proud owner of the four relics that is sacred to 

Buddhists.  

A large number of meditation centres are also 

present in this country. 

myanmar

nepal
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While planning the next spiritual 

vacation, you should consider 

e x p l o r i n g  a n y  o f  t h e s e  

destinations that radiate a 

distinctive spiritual aura. For, 

when the mind is placed over 

matters, the soul is introduced to 

unfathomable depths of peace! 

31 TTW Asia



Travel News
Trump Hotels plans for U.S. expansion 

questioning president's business 

ownership

London's rail passenger satisfaction 

reaches lowest in ten years

and reliability of services is even lower, falling by 

five per cent since Autumn 2015 to 73 per cent.

Passenger satisfaction is particularly low on the key 

commuter services in the southeast, where 
The head of Donald Trump's hotel-management thousands of people depend on rail to get into 
company spoke about an ambitious expansion London. Chief executive of Transport Focus, 
across the U.S., which many are seeing as a Anthony Smith said that the results around the 
conflict between the presidency and his business. country are disappointing. He continued saying 
Trump Hotels Chief Executive Officer Eric that Scottish passengers and those travelling in 
Danziger spoke about the company's broad U.S. peak hours in London and the South East are 
ambitions and said that their plans for expansion bearing the brunt of poor performance. The 
in China are at halt following the president's timetable on parts of the London and South East's 
comments which caused rocky diplomatic railway can be a work of fiction which passengers 
relations. cannot rely on.
Danziger said after a panel discussion that there 

are 26 major metropolitan areas in the U.S., and 

they are there in five of them. Speaking at the 

Americas Lodging Investment Summit in Los 

Angeles, he continued that they are hopeful 

about the expansion in the rest twenty-one areas 

as well.

According to the new figures, the timetable on 

the busiest commuter lines of rail services of 

Britain is 'a work of fiction' and has reached the 

lowest levels of passenger satisfaction for a 

decade.

As per the new figures, passenger satisfaction has 

fallen to 81 per cent from 83 per cent last year, 

which is the worst result since 2007. The verdict 

showed that satisfaction in terms of punctuality 
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Paris introduces high-profile soldier-

security for ultra-rich tourists

been stationed at some of the city's most popular 

monuments, including the Grand Palais, where 

many of the fashion houses' high-end shows and 
Ahead the Haute Couture Fashion Week, Paris has 

parties are taking place. At some places, cemented 
introduced extra security measures to reassure the 

barriers have been installed.
uber-rich tourists of their safety in the wake of a 

In fact, there were talks about these high profile 
series of high-profile robberies.

robberies and is thought to play heavily on the 
In the improved security measures, there will be 

mind of shoppers and high-profile travellers.
additional body wand scans and identity checks 

According to Bain & Company, a business 
which will be at all the places of the luxury event 

management consultancy, the luxury shopping 
which is due to take place in the French capital this 

sector is big business for the city, with an estimated 
week. Bag inspection will also be a part of the 

€10 billion spent annually. And the city's tourism 
security check. Armed military personnel have 

chiefs are keen to protect them.
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Climate change to induce turbulence in 

flights

lecture was attended by numerous people from the 

insurance sector, CEOs and managing directors of 

several companies, lawyers, brokers, underwriters 
After closely monitoring the aviation industry and 

and several other eminent personalities.
climate change, a scientist from the University of 

During the lecture, the Royal Society University 
Reading has revealed that the aviation insurers 

Research Fellow and Atmospheric scientist, Dr Paul 
might face crisis in near future as drastic climate 

Williams has explained to his audience how climate 
change is affecting flights in a negative way and it is 

change would bring more extreme weather 
making the journey bumpier.

condition and create more turbulence for the 
The information has been revealed at the Lloyds of 

flights over time.
London during a lecture by the Insurance Institute 

 
of London on 18th January, Wednesday. The 
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Emirates introduce moisturising pyjamas 

for First Class travellers

Microcapsule Technology pyjamas. as elite as it 

sounds, descending from the flight with dry elbows 

is a big concern to the First-Class traveller!
Emirates launched “the world's first moisturising 

The pyjamas are capable of releasing “nutrient-
sleepwear for the skies” for those flying overnight.

rich” sea kelp as one move which is expected to 
The luxuries of First Class plane travel are getting a 

improve circulation and prevent dehydration, The 
new dimension with the introduction of the 

First Class flyers are given “sheep-skin like” 
moisturising pyjamas! Warm towels, champagne, 

blankets to snuggle up in as well as slippers and an 
beds, fancy chocolates were already in the list and 

eye-mask to ensure a restful, comfortable flight.
to it Emirates introduced its Hydra Active 
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Set in Harbin's coldest months, this festival features the elaborate and ornate ice and snow spectacle. 

breathtaking temporary works of art, all created Deionized water is used on some pieces to produce 

with ice from the Songhua River. Between the four ice as transparent as glass, and multicolored lights 

primary parks and amusement zones, there are a add multi-dimensional depth and beauty. Over the 

few thousand pieces, not to mention all the ice course of a hurried half-month, more than 15,000 

architecture created throughout the city for the people carve (by hand or laser) more than 4 million 

winter. The two month Harbin Ice and Snow cubic feet of ice. From scaled-down versions of the 

Sculpture Festival in January and February is a must- Forbidden City and the Great Wall to simpler 

see for families and gives a whole new meaning to student-created pieces, the sheer volume of beauty 

the name Winter Wonderland. is staggering.

It is a combination of art and science that creates 

Harbin Ice  and Snow Sculpture  Festival  

FESTIVAL  
A S

Where: Harbin, China
When: 5th Jan-25th Feb

I A
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Trang Underwter Wedding is a special ceremony parades to his bride's parents to ask for their 

that welcomes all from around the world to witness daughter's hand. There is traditional folk music and 

a romantic event on Valentine's Day. There is a dancing as well as a religious blessing that takes 

registration procedure that takes place under water place for the bride and groom. The wedding couple 

at the end of the wedding. However, it starts as a must also be certified divers to participate in this 

traditional Thai style wedding where the groom event. 

Where: Trang, Thailand
When: 13th -15th Feb

Trang Underwater Wedding Ceremony 
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Thaipusam is a key Hindu ceremony that is held celebration is held as a tribute to the Hindu god of 

each year during the full moon in the tenth month war, Lord Muragan, honoured in sacred lore for 

of the Hindu calendar falling from mid-January to slaying three evil demons in the name of good 

mid-February in the Georgian calendar. It is marked virtue. 

in Malaysia by a public holiday. On the first day of the festival there is a procession 

Thaipusam is an annual festival in which millions of along the streets of Kuala Lumpur led by a chariot 

Hindu devotees across the world take part in one of that presents a statue of Lord Muragan. On the 

the world's most passionate spiritual celebrations. second day, there is a long barefoot walk to the Batu 

Thaipusam traditionally falls on a full moon. The Caves for the purpose of vow fulfillment. 

Thaipusam

Where: Malaysia 
When: 9th Feb
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A riotous tournament between two teams of spear- sometimes deaths occur. 

wielding, ikat-clad horsemen, the Pasola has to be Before the Pasola can begin, priests in full 

one of Asia's most extravagant, and bloodiest, ceremonial dress must first wade into the ocean to 

harvest festivals. Taking the form of a ritual battle, it examine the nyale worms at dawn; they're usually 

represents not so much a quarrel between opposing found on the eighth or ninth day after a full moon. 

forces as a need for human blood to be spilled to From the numbers and appearances of the nyale, a 

keep the spirits happy and bring a good harvest. prediction is made as to how good the year's 

Despite the blunt spears used by combatants, and harvest will be. Fighting then begins on the beach 

the efforts of Indonesian authorities to supervise and continues inland. 

events, few holds are barred. Blood is spilled and 

Pasola

Where: Sumba, Indonesia
When: Tentatively February (date to be announced) 
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Held at a special site 45km northeast of central dances and poetry competitions, as well as 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia's major cultural event demonstrations of falconry and exhibitions of 

promotes and fosters traditional cultures and traditional crafts from around the kingdom. It's a 

crafts. The festival opens with an epic camel race very colourful event and presents the best chance 

that sees up to 2000 participants sprinting across a of seeing one of the more than 50 folkloric dance 

19km track, and then settles into a less frenetic and music groups in Saudi Arabia.

pace. The programme features traditional songs, 

Al Janadriyah, National Festival 

Where: Sumba, Indonesia
When: Tentatively February (date to be announced) 

40 TTW Asia



SATTE

UBM India will be hosting the 24th edition of SATTE, Travel Association (PATA), Society for Incentive 

South Asia's leading travel trade show from 15-17 Travel Excellence (SITE), SKAL International, 

February 2017 at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. The United Federation of Travel Agents Associations 

expo is represented by more than 870 exhibitors and (UFTAA), Indian Association of Tour Operators 

participants from over 40 countries and 28 Indian (IATO), Travel Agents Association of India (TAAI), 

states, with several significant exhibitors making an Federation of Hotel and Restaurant Associations 

inroad to SATTE 2017 for the first time.  SATTE will of India (FHRAI), Travel Agents Federation of 

provide a comprehensive platform to domestic and India (TAFI), Association of Domestic Tour 

international buyers and professionals from across Operators of India (ADTOI), Outbound Tour 

the travel, tourism and hospitality industry along with Operators Association of India (OTOAI) and IATA 

National and State Tourism Boards (NTOs and STOs) Agents Association of India (IAAI), to name a few. 

to congregate and conduct business, arrive at Spread over 3 days, SATTE 2017 will be witness 

solution-driven innovations to counteract economic to several exciting partnerships and 

uncertainties, and promote inbound, outbound and announcements that promise to augur in new 

domestic tourism in India. This most favoured trends in the industry.  Visitors at the signature 

industry platform is also well-supported by the expo can expect to witness a number of features 

Ministry of Tourism, Government of India. including a special pavilion of 12 start-ups and 

venture capital firms that will be on board to SATTE continues to receive support of international 
provide seed investments for innovative ideas. organisations and Indian travel trade associations 

such as World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO), Indian 

Convention Promotion Bureau (ICPB), Pacific Asia 

When: 15-17 February, 2017
Where: Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, India

SHOW HIGHLIGHT
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The expo will see participation from almost all State the expo with a high expectancy from the event 

Tourism Boards. As far as NTOs are concerned, USA, and its innovative, solution-driven features like the 

Mexico, Peru, Czech Republic, Spain, Russia, knowledge seminars, product launches and a 

Singapore, Malaysia, China, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, grand Awards Night that is set to celebrate 

Israel, Thailand, Indonesia, Macau, Fiji, Bhutan, Nepal, excellence and innovation within the industry.”

Sri Lanka, Abu Dhabi,  Dubai, New Zealand, Reunion One of the key features of SATTE 2017 will be the 
Island and Egypt amongst others have confirmed their conference programme scheduled for February 15 
participation with Peru, Vietnam and Sharjah Joining and 16 that promises industry discussions and 
in for the first time. Turkey and Maldives are all set to sharing of new insights pertaining to the sector 
confirm their participation soon. Dubai, Sri Lanka and and industry best practices. Additionally, key 
Thailand are partner countries for SATTE 2017. stakeholders are looking forward to the six 

SATTE 2017 is also going to witness an active intensive panel discussions that SATTE is also set to 

participation from hospitality players such as, Carlson host this year. 

Rezidor Hotel Group, ITDC, Sterling Resorts, Dubai As a pre-cursor to the expo, UBM India will be 
Parks & Resorts, Movenpick Hotel & Resorts, Minor hosting the SATTE Awards 2017 for the first time. 
Hotels, Melia Hotels International, ONYX Hospitality Slated for the evening of February 14, the awards 
Group, Ramee Group of Hotels, Shangri –La Hotels is an endeavour to recognize and celebrate the 
and Resorts, Venetian Cotai amongst others. Apart excellence, achievements and innovations of key 
from NTOs and State Tourism Boards, travel & players in the Travel and Tourism industry. It will be 
hospitality companies, airlines, cruise liners, DMCs, based on transparent, authentic and genuine 
OTAs and tourism products will also join the event. parameters, a philosophy which is imbibed in the 

Speaking on the upcoming 24th edition of SATTE and values of SATTE. Networking opportunities, 

its latest developments, Mr. Yogesh Mudras, presentations and other features will add 

Managing Director, UBM India said, “SATTE has now substance and style to the evening. The 19 award 

become an institution and has evolved as a truly categories will cover various segments of the travel 

global exhibition in this part of the world. In spite of and tourism industry including airlines, cruise, tour 

worldwide uncertainties this year, it stands taller than operators, hotels, destinations, online travel 

ever before. SATTE has an expected turnout of over portals, to name just a few.

21,000 qualified travel professionals – each visiting 
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THE MICE ARABIA AND LUXURY
 TRAVEL CONGRESS

With the highly successful edition of the event hosted The congress will feature numerous panelists 

in 2016, its time to block your calendars once again and keynote speakers, covering topics such 

for the 5th edition of the region's most awaited B2B redefining MICE, global trends and challenges in 

platform, “The MICE Arabia and Luxury Travel MICE and the intricacies when dealing with 

Congress” taking place on 1st & 2nd March 2017 at Luxury travel and how technology has 

the exclusive Palazzo Versace Hotel, Dubai, UAE.  transformed the world of luxury travel to name a 

few with the objective to share the changing The congress which is “limited to only 60 suppliers 
preferences of MICE and luxury travel buyer from worldwide” includes regional and international hotel 
the region. chains, team building companies, DMCs, tourism 

boards, cruise companies and other travel and 

hospitality vendors to meet over 150 of the top GCC 

corporations that plan business, luxury and MICE 

travel for their organizations. The fifth edition will 

focus on the tremendous potential for outbound 

MICE and luxury travel from the Middle East.

Unlike exhibition format events, the congress is a “by 

invitation only” platform with the core focus on 

creating business opportunities during the one to 

one pre-arranged business appointments.

When: 1-2 March, 2017
Where: Palazzo Versace Hotel, Dubai, UAE
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ITB BERLIN 

At the World's Largest Travel Trade Show Botswana, As a global brand ITB Berlin has now become a 

this year's official partner country, will be whetting household name beyond national borders. ITB 

visitors appetites for safari and wildlife tours. This Asia in Singapore provides exhibitors and trade 

country has been described as one of the planet's last visitors with an important platform which focuses 

big treasure troves and is an important refuge for on the Asian market. ITB China, a new show due 

many endangered birds and mammals. to take place from 10 to 12 May 2017 in 

Shanghai, focuses exclusively on the Chinese Preserving wildlife and the environment is also a key 
Travel Market. The three day event gathers topic at ITB Berlin. For many years the World's Leading 
international destinations, service and travel Travel Trade Show has been committed to supporting 
technology provider in Shanghai connecting them ecological responsibility and social equality. In 2017, 
with handpicked Chinese Buyers.together with the travel magazine National 

Geographic, ITB Berlin will present the World Legacy The international travel industry currently faces 

Awards for the third time. Among the 15 finalists are many challenges. From 8 to 12 March 2017, as a 

leading tour operators and travel companies, trendsetter of the international travel industry, 

organisations and destinations which are changing the ITB Berlin will be looking at topics of great 

global travel industry in a positive way and which concern. Amid the latest geopolitical crises, for 

support sustainable tourism. example, holidaymakers have become unsure 

about how safe it is to travel. With the help of In 2017 ITB Berlin will be launching a new segment 
artificial intelligence chatbots and virtual devoted to the growth market of medical tourism. 
assistants have opened up unprecedented Medical service providers, hotels and destinations will 
opportunities for tour operators. be able to exhibit their products and services in the 

Medical Tourism Pavilion. 

When: 8 – 12 March, 2017
Where: Berlin
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HOTELEX SHANGHAI 

As China's leading hotel supplies, fine food and 

catering trade fair, HOTELEX Shanghai 2017 will deliver The National Federation of Fisheries Cooperatives 
a 15% growth in international pavilion size including is leading a group of Korean companies to 
representation from new participating companies HOTELEX Shanghai. “Our organization support 
from Thailand, Taiwan, Korea and USA who will over 90 Korean seafood businesses in promoting 
introduce for the first time to the Chinese market their fresh, frozen, processed and dried fishery 
exotic snack and dessert foods, coffee-related products. We have learnt about the incredible 
products, and much more.  Over 150 international opportunities offered by HOTELEX Shanghai and 
companies will participate at HOTELEX Shanghai 2017 are excited that we will finally be exhibiting this 
adding to the total number of 2,200 exhibiting year!” said Kim Tae-hong, Chief Representative of 
companies covering the entire spectrum of hospitality the Federation.
catering which takes place March 28-31 at the 

Many international companies have already 
Shanghai New International Expo Center (SNIEC).

pledged to take up an exhibiting space at the 
“Our new international groups express a lot of show. Italy, for instance, has one of the largest 
optimism in exhibiting, which shows that HOTELEX groups of exhibitors featuring the finest ice-
Shanghai's role as the preferred platform for cream, bakery and coffee products, as well as 
international hospitality and catering suppliers is catering equipment.
recognized by more countries,” said Mark Lu, Deputy 

General Manager, Shanghai UBM Sino expo Ltd, the 

organizers of the four-day event.

When: 8 – 12 March, 2017
Where: Berlin
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Exhibitors from Brazil and Colombia will present facilitate pre-scheduling of meetings between 

their reputed coffee products. Czech Trade, on the exhibitors and buyers. A VIP Program is also 

other hand, will gather Czech exporters of available for overseas buyers to enjoy the benefits 

tableware, crystal glass, wine and a variety of food of the matchmaking meetings, preferential hotel 

and beverage products. Netherlands, France, rates and other onsite privileges.

Germany and Hong Kong are among the countries In addition, HOTELEX Shanghai hosts more than 
and regions that have a strong presence. 30 world-class industry events and seminars, 

HOTELEX Shanghai will also launch an online which are a mecca for hoteliers, caterers and 

Business Matchmaking Program this year to other industry professionals.
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HOTELEX SHANGHAI

As China's leading hotel supplies, fine food and organizers of the four-day event.

catering trade fair, HOTELEX Shanghai 2017 will deliver 

a 15% growth in international pavilion size including 
The National Federation of Fisheries 

representation from new participating companies 
Cooperatives is leading a group of Korean 

from Thailand, Taiwan, Korea and USA who will 
companies to HOTELEX Shanghai. “Our 

introduce for the first time to the Chinese market 
organization support over 90 Korean seafood 

exotic snack and dessert foods, coffee-related 
businesses in promoting their fresh, frozen, 

products, and much more.  Over 150 international 
processed and dried fishery products. We have 

companies will participate at HOTELEX Shanghai 2017 
learnt about the incredible opportunities offered 

adding to the total number of 2,200 exhibiting 
by HOTELEX Shanghai and are excited that we 

companies covering the entire spectrum of hospitality 
will finally be exhibiting this year!” said Kim Tae-

catering which takes place March 28-31 at the 
hong, Chief Representative of the Federation.

Shanghai New International Expo Center (SNIEC).
Many international companies have already 

“Our new international groups express a lot of 
pledged to take up an exhibiting space at the 

optimism in exhibiting, which shows that HOTELEX 
show. Italy, for instance, has one of the largest 

Shanghai's role as the preferred platform for 
groups of exhibitors featuring the finest ice-

international hospitality and catering suppliers is 
cream, bakery and coffee products, as well as 

recognized by more countries,” said Mark Lu, Deputy 
catering equipment.

General Manager, Shanghai UBM Sino expo Ltd, the 

When: 8 – 12 March, 2017
Where: Berlin
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ROUTES ASIA 2017

Routes Asia is the only air service development forum Airport in 2013 to provide a longer runway for 

for the Asian region that brings together leading larger aircraft. Naha Airport is carrying out 

airlines, airports and tourism authorities to discuss terminal expansion works as part of its aim to 

new flights. become a gateway between Asia and Japan, and a 

second runway will be built by 2020.For the first time in its 15-year history the event is due 

to take place in Japan between 19-21 March. Okinawa Flight times between Okinawa and most East 

Prefecture will host Routes Asia 2017 with support Asian cities are within four hours, making it 

from Okinawa Convention & Visitors Bureau. relatively easy to travel to. Being is within this 

radius as a direct flight, opening up a potential Okinawa is one of the most popular leisure 
market of two billion passengers. Nonstop flights destinations in Japan - more than seven million tourists 
are also available from Tokyo, Osaka, Taipei, Hong travel there every year to enjoy the subtropical 
Kong, Seoul and Shanghai.climate, tranquil beaches, UNESCO World Heritage 

Sites and unique culture. Expectations for the first Japanese Routes Asia are 

high. The 2016 event in Manila drew more than Takeshi Onaga, Okinawa Prefectural Government 
900 delegates from 110 airlines and 220 airports Governor, said: “Okinawa is a destination on the rise. 
and destinations, and the organisers hope to The prefecture forms the southern-most islands of 
exceed these numbers in Okinawa.Japan which attract the world's travel industry. We 

have the ruins of Shuri Castle, a crystal clear ocean, Neil Mulligan, senior future host manager at 
beautiful beaches and coral reefs. Gorgeous dance Routes, said: “As the first Routes Asia to be held in 
performances and the finest Okinawan cuisine will Japan, Okinawa will bring Routes to a new and 
meet the satisfaction of Routes Asia delegates. We are growing market. Okinawa is a beautiful 
looking forward to meeting them in 2017.” destination and the expansion of its airports 

Investment in local infrastructure means that means that there is plenty of scope for new air 

Okinawa's tourism industry will continue to grow. The services.We feel that Okinawa is a great cross 

regional Ishigaki Airport was replaced by New Ishigaki between a business and beach destination.”

When: 19-21 March
Where: Okinawa Convention Centre, Okinawa, Japan
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THE HOTEL SHOW 

Two major events focused on the development of the forecast that Jeddah's hotel room inventory 

hospitality industry in Saudi Arabia will co-locate for alone will double by 2018.

the first time in Jeddah next year. “Saudi Arabia is one of the Middle East and 

The 5th edition of The Hotel Show Saudi Arabia will Africa's top hotel construction hotspots with 

run in tandem with the debut Stone & Surface Saudi more than 140 projects in the pipeline,” 

Arabia exhibition over three days - 4-6th April 2017 - commented John Suzara, Event Manager of The 

at the Jeddah Centre for Forums and Events. Hotel Show Saudi Arabia 2017. “The Hotel Show 

is providing the most comprehensive showcase The new co-location will provide the region's ultimate 
of the products and services required to develop showcase of everything needed to build, develop and 
a new or existing hotel or restaurant here.”maintain a hotel or restaurant in the Kingdom at a 

time of unprecedented hospitality industry growth. Suzara added: “Some of the most popular sectors 

at the annual Hotel Show edition in Saudi Arabia With the launch of Saudi Arabia's National Vision 
are technology, interiors, lighting and design, 2030, a series of new hospitality, infrastructure and 
cleaning and laundry, and advancements in urban construction projects have been announced 
HORECA for: hotels, restaurants and cafes. This this year.
year, the hotel build sector of the show will be 

The Government-led initiative seeks to double the 
complimented by the interior and exterior stone 

number of hotel rooms in the Kingdom by 2030 to 
solutions on offer at Stone & Surface Saudi 

cater for a surge in tourists. This year, a JLL report 
Arabia presenting the ultimate hospitality 

prepared ahead of The Hotel Show Saudi Arabia 2016 
development expo.”

When: 4-6th April 2017
Where: Saudi Arabia
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Stone & Surface Saudi Arabia 2017 will showcase the decision makers responsible for specifying and 

contract flooring options, wall covering solutions, a procuring them.”

range of materials including natural stone and Meanwhile, The Hotel Show Saudi Arabia 2017 is 
ceramics and the machinery involved in quarrying, set to continue its momentum as the Kingdom's 
producing and cutting them. leading event for 1000s of hospitality industry 

Saudi Arabia's infrastructure already includes the professionals to source new products, network 

largest mosque in the world. The world's biggest and learn about the latest industry trends.

hotel, Abraj Kudai, is forecast to open 10,000 rooms 

to the public in Makkah in 2017.

“2017 is a great time for suppliers and distributors 

to make a name for themselves in the Saudi Arabian 

market,” commented Yan Wang, Event Director of 

Stone & Surface Saudi Arabia. “The Kingdom already 

has some of the world's largest hotels, universities, 

hospitals, and Jeddah Tower, currently under 

construction, is projected to become the world's 

tallest building. Alongside extensive infrastructure 

projects set to improve connectivity between the 

country's major cities, there is a massive 

requirement throughout the Kingdom for 

construction materials, especially stone.”

“In some cases where particular types of stone are 

favored for aesthetic and practical reasons, there is 

a need to source materials from international 

suppliers,” added Wang. “Our event is the only one 

in the Kingdom dedicated to connecting interior and 

exterior surface material and machinery suppliers 

from the local market, and all over the world, with 
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DIGITAL TRAVEL APAC

Digital has fundamentally changed the way we do Okinawa is a beautiful destination and the 

business – and the travel industry is on a digital journey expansion of its airports means that there is 

all of its own. Competition amongst travel companies is plenty of scope for new air services.We feel that 

hotter than ever, and in the digital age the most Okinawa is a great cross between a business and 

successful companies will be the ones who use a data- beach destination.”

driven mindset to build a relationship with their Based on over 107 in-depth research 
customer which ensures a return trip! conversations with senior digital executives from 

Brands are striving to be unique in an increasingly airlines, hotels, OTAs, metasearches, cruise line 

homogenous digital world of travel and evaluating which and car rentals, highlights from the 2017 agenda 

new technologies such as AR, VR, AI and block chain will that you cannot afford to miss include:

work best for them. £Learn from 45 of APAC's top 60 airlines, hotels, 

Moreover, APAC is projected to surpass North America OTAs, metasearch engines, cruiselines and car 

to become the largest travel region of the world in 2017! rentals who will be sharing their insights as 

So for those digital travel executives eager to stay ahead speakers at the conference

of today's new landscape, Digital Travel Summit APAC £Lightning Talks on China and India and Country 
offers the perfect opportunity to embrace forward- Clinics on Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
looking strategies and technologies to capitalise on this Thailand, Japan, Korea, ANZ and Middle East led 
perfect storm. by experts fromeach geo give you a deep dive 

Neil Mulligan, senior future host manager at Routes, understanding of the unique consumer 

said: “As the first Routes Asia to be held in Japan, behaviors,challenges and opportunities in each of 

Okinawa will bring Routes to a new and growing market. APAC's diverse and fragmentedtravel markets.

When: 25 - 27 April, 2017
Where: Resorts World Sentosa, Singapore
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£Gain expert advice on what core tools you need to £Forget about sitting in front of presentations 

deliver a seamless multi-channel booking and panels all day – you'll be regularlyimmersed in 

experience for today's connected travellers from intense, small working groups, oxford style 

Oberoi Group,Starwood, Air Asia, Qatar, Bookin.com debates, case studyrevolutions, creative 

and many more. boardrooms and roundtables to uncover practical 

solutions toyour day-to-day pain points£Join the Women in Travel Think Tank Lunch to find 

out how the digital travel industrycan better attract, With all of APACs major travel players exclusively 

develop and retain top female talent? under one roof this is the must attend meeting to 

shape the future of your digital travel strategy. If £Dedicated in-depth tracks for Directors and VPs of 
you are serious about making your digital travel eCommerce andDigital Marketing: so whether it's 
experience truly world class, mark the 25th-27th conversion and retention or owning thecustomer 
April in your calendar to join us at Digital Travel lifecycle that you're interested in, we've got you 
Summit APAC.covered for the full2 days
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Natour Alpe Adria
Ljubljana, Slovenia

www.natour-alpeadria.si/en/

1 - 4 Feb

3 -4 Feb

Regensburg Travel Exchange
Regensburg, Germany 

www.reiseboersen.de/en/Travel-
Fairs-Germany/ Regensburg.html

India Travel Mart 
Ahmedabad, India 

www.tradeindia.com/TradeShows/4
0957/India-Travel-Mart-
Ahmedabad-2017.html

The Boston Global Travel Show
Boston, USA

www.bostonglobetravelshow.c
om/floorplan/

IBTM Arabia 
Abu Dhabi, UAE 

www.ibtmarabia.com/ibtm-
arabia-2017/

Balttour 2017
Riga, Latvia

www.balttour.lv/?link=100
00000

7-9 Feb

10-12 Feb

10-12 Feb

3-5 Feb

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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Routes America 
Nevada, Las Vegas, USA 

www.routesonline.com/event
s/183/routes-americas-2017/

Bremen Travel Fair
Bremen, Germany 

www.reiseboersen.de/en/Trave
l-Fairs-Germany/Bremen.html

AIME  
Melbourne, Australia 
www.aime.com.au/

Satte Delhi 2017
Delhi, India

www.satte.in/

11-12 Feb

11-12 Feb

14-16 Feb

17-18 Feb

21-22 Feb

15-17 Feb

Travel Expo, Melbourne 
South Wharf, Australia 

www.travelexpo.net.au/trave
l-expo/melbourne

Perth Holiday Travel Expo 
Perth, Australia 

www.holidayexpo.com.au/
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OTM Mumbai 
Mumbai, India

http://otm.co.in/

21 - 23 Feb

22 - 23 Feb

Travel Technology Europe 
London, England 

www.traveltechnologyeur
ope.com/

IITM
Kolkata, India 

www.iitmindia.com/

MICE Arabia Congress 
Duabi, UAE

www.mice-arabia.com/

Hospitality Development 
Summit

Mumbai, India 
http://hdsummit.in/

TTF New Delhi
New Delhi, India

www.ttfotm.com/

22 Feb

24-26 Feb

1st-2nd March

27 Feb-1 Mar
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